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“GLOWING PLACES” INTERNATIONAL EXHIBIT SPOTLIGHTS INFRARED FILM
ARTIST CAPTURES SURREAL IMAGES USING UNIQUE MEDIUM
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Canadian photographic artist Sandi Wheaton will share her extraordinary works during an international exhibit of “travel dreamscapes” photographed using a unique black and white infrared film.  The exhibit is titled Glowing Places and will have exhibition dates in both Canada and the U.S.  Glowing Places kicks off October 4-9 at the Artspeak Gallery, located at 1942 Wyandotte St. East in Windsor.  An artist reception will be held on Thursday, October 7 starting at 6:00pm.  The exhibit then travels to the United States, where it can be seen from November 1-27 at the Majestic Café, located at 4120-4140 Woodward Avenue in Detroit.  
The Detroit opening and artist reception will be held on Thursday, November 4 beginning at 8:00pm.
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Wheaton’s exhibit features photographs taken during her travels over the years to various places in Europe, the United Kingdom, the Caribbean, Canada and the United States.  A variety of subjects are presented in this exhibit, all depicted in the otherworldly glow of black and white infrared.  Her fascination with the lonely desert lands of Southern California is obvious in her evocative works from the abandoned Route 66 and the vast Mojave desert. While studying in Spain, her love of the ornate Islamic architecture of the south resulted in images that are elegant, alluring and classic.  Her series of “natural rock sculptures” are among  her more abstract and conceptual work, and are particularly intriguing.  
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The use of black and white infrared film in art photography is not a new technique, but it is uncommon.  Designed for scientific use, infrared film is unique because it is not only sensitive to visible light, but it also records near-infrared wavelengths, which are invisible to the human eye.  “In trying to describe landscape infrared photography, I came up with the term Dreamscapes because the effect of the film is often very dreamlike and surreal”, says Wheaton.  For example, the infrared radiation transmitted or reflected from living organisms turns vegetation a ghostly white.  By contrast, the use of red filtration blocks ultraviolet and blue light, turning skies and water an inky black.  Finally, the lack of an anti-halation layer (which most films have) creates beautiful glowing halos around very bright areas of the image.  
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Shooting infrared film requires certain experience and skill - this is not a film that one shoots on automatic.  The film must be loaded and unloaded in total darkness because it acts as a sort of “light pipe”.  Also, the focal point of infrared wavelengths differs from visible light, therefore the photographer must shift the camera’s focus to compensate.  On top of that, infrared film has no speed rating, so achieving correct exposure requires some guesswork - heavy bracketing is usually done to ensure the correct amount of visible and infrared light reaches the film.
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Wheaton was born in Moncton, New Brunswick, on Canada’s picturesque east coast.  She completed her Bachelor of Applied Arts degree with honors in 1992 at Ryerson University in Toronto.  Although she has experimented with various film types, she began shooting primarily infrared about 4 years ago.  Her art has received awards and recognition from industry organizations such as the Architectural Conservancy of Ontario, Scarborough Arts Council, New Brunswick Department of Arts and Heritage and the Detroit International Salon of Photography.  Her works have appeared in numerous exhibits and publications both in the U.S. and Canada.
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For additional information on this upcoming event and the artist Sandi Wheaton, please contact Giacona Communications at 313-575-7214 or visit www.sandiwheaton.com.               
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